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OUR EARTH 


Unique View From Space 


On sale now 


Available on newsstands and 

at onlinestore.usatoday.com: 

USA TODAY’s Special Edition on 
National Geographic’s “One Strange 
Rock,” an appreciative perspective 
on our unique planet by American 
astronauts in space. The 10-part 
series airs beginning March 26. 
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IN NEWS 


Trump’s working 
vacation cost $185K 


USA TODAY investigation reveals price 
of August trip to N.J. golf course 


Spring greets U.S. 
with major storms 


Another nor’easter pounds East; 
California gets flood-producing rain 


IN MONEY 
Groceries on the go 
reaching tipping point 


Delivery is a must for retailers hoping 
to compete with Amazon and Walmart 
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Winners and losers 
in NFL free agency 


With high-impact players off the 
board, which teams won, lost 


A midseason ‘mess, 
Texas A&M a threat 


Aggies started hot, fell apart, then 
landed in NCAA Tournament Sweet 16 
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Federal agents, SWAT teams and bomb squads descended on a FedEx facility 


near San Antonio on Tuesday after a package mailed from Austin exploded, 
the fourth bombing in central Texas this month. SCOTT OLSON/GETTY IMAGES 


Austin serial 
bomber proves 
fast, elusive 


Pattern suggests skill, sophistication 


Bart Jansen 
and Kevin Johnson 
USA TODAY 


While serial bombers are rare, the 
rapid-fire pace of explosions in Austin 
this month has authorities scrambling 
to chase a suspect who is organized, 
sophisticated — and acting faster than 
in previous high-profile cases. 

Danny Defenbaugh, a former FBI 
bomb technician who helped supervise 
more than 150 bombing investigations, 
including the 1995 Oklahoma City at- 
tack, said such serial campaigns are 
unusual and can take years to solve. 

“In my experience, you are looking 
beyond a person who simply searched 
the Internet for how to build these 
things,” Defenbaugh said. 

Investigators said the four bomb- 
ings that have killed two people and 
injured four in Austin since March 2 
appear linked. 

Defenbaugh said the devices in- 
volved in the explosions — and the 


“You are looking beyond 

a person who simply 
searched the Internet for 
how to build these things.” 
Danny Defenbaugh 


Former FBI bomb technician 


range of apparent sophistication — 
probably has investigators trying to 
narrow a field of possible suspects 
who have some formal engineering ex- 
perience in the military, law enforce- 
ment or from other sources. 

“That fact that someone could build 
these devices, including the one with 
the tripwire mechanism, and not blow 
himself up, that means something,” 
Defenbaugh said. 

Weldon Kennedy, a former FBI 
deputy director, called the bombings 


See BOMBER, Page 2A 
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Busy Bassett 
rides waves 
of success 


From Fox’s 9-1-7 to Black Panther, 
she is front and center in some amazing 
TV and movie moments. In Life 


Mounting 
bad buzz 
bruises 

Facebook 


Many have turned sour 
on social media giant 


Jessica Guynn 
USA TODAY 


SAN FRANCISCO - Facebook used 
to be made of corporate Teflon. Not 
anymore. 

Public outrage is growing over the 
alleged misuse of the private informa- 
tion of tens of millions of Facebook us- 
ers by the firm that claimed it helped 
Donald Trump win the White House. 
U.S. and European lawmakers de- 


manded hearings, 
and the Federal Trade “The current 
Commission and two political 
state attorneys gener- environment 
allaunched investiga- surrounding 
tions. the Trump 
“The current politi- administra- 
cal environment sur- tion has 
rounding the Trump raised the 
administration has stakes.” 
raised the stakes, David Yoffie 
Harvard Business Harvard Business 


School professor Da- School 
vid Yoffie said. 

Before news of a massive data 
mining operation of Facebook users 
for political ends broke, CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg had pledged to spend 2018 
trying to fix everything that’s gone 
wrong. Fabricated news, live broad- 
casts of homicides and terrorism and 
Russian manipulation had chipped 
away at the social network’s reputa- 
tion. 

Then The New York Times and the 
Observer reported on allegations that 
British data analysis firm Cambridge 
Analytica improperly obtained and re- 
tained the personal information of 
50 million Facebook users without 
their permission, 30 million of whom 
had posted enough information to 


See FACEBOOK, Page 4A 


Obama aide: 
We didn’t 
break rules 
of Facebook 


Fredreka Schouten 
USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON - Former president 
Barack Obama’s top campaign aide re- 
jected comparisons Tuesday between 
Obama’s extensive use of Facebook 
data to turn out voters in the 2012 elec- 
tion and the actions of Cambridge 
Analytica, a data and political intelli- 
gence firm ejected last week by Face- 
book in a growing controversy over 
privacy on social media. 

“Cambridge Analytica obtained 
their data fraudulently, laundered 
through a researcher who paid people 
to install an app,’ Jim Messina, 
Obama’s campaign manager, wrote 
on Twitter. 

By contrast, Obama campaign offi- 
cials say, they did not collect informa- 
tion without users’ consent or in vio- 
lation of the rules Facebook had in 
place at the time. 

“The 112 campaign told voters what 
they were sharing and for what pur- 
pose,” Messina wrote. 

The revelation that Cambridge Ana- 
lytica, a firm tied to President Trump’s 


See OBAMA TEAM, Page 4A 
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